NUMBER IX, 


To be continued every Tursbay, Tuurspay, and Sarurpbay 


Priee TWO-PENCE. ] 


SATURDAY, Oédfober the 27th, 1759. 


Tentanda via ef2, qua me quoque poffim 
Tollere humo, viclorque virtim voltare per ora. 


ViRG. 


S I brought into the world a remarkably active 
difpofition of mind, fo, in the courfe of my ad- 


ventures, I let flip few occafions of improving 


my circumitances to the beft advantage. I al- 
ways felt within myfelf a laudable ambition of acquiring an 
honeft fame, and was firmly determined to employ all proper 
means conducive to that defirable end. Horace and common 
fenfe had taught me, that without a competent fhare of for- 
tune, my othcr qualities would only appear in a more ridicu- 
lous light ; that learning would afford a fubject of contempt, 
and the moft refined virtue be expofed to the raillery of vice, and 
indig- 
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indignation of pride. 
{mall encouragement from the example of m fellow-iubjects, 


many of whom, with vulgar abilities, had- railed hemfelves 


During” thefe: refleetions, T received no 


on the wheel of fortune, to. the moit ésitfiderable employ- 
ments of the ftate. W herefore fhould “I defpair, faid J, of 
obtaining the’ favours of the fickle goddels, when I behold a 
cloud of Tradefmen, who by attending an obicure compier, 
have heaped up imme nfe treafures, rifen to be chict megifisates 
of a powerful people, and extended their inuence to the re- 
noteft parts of the globe ? But here one obfiacle’ feemed to 
intervene. 

Tue delays attending a mercantile life, though fecure of 
fuccefs, were apt to cramp a hafly genius in a full career; and 
a {peedier method of attaining my wifhes I thought more 
eligible. I examined the ufual practice of our modern fa: ges, 
who have the fecret of creating, in a few ycars, immenie 
eftates out of nothing ; but found withal fuch unwarrantable 
proceedings among the brokers, fuch knavery in the various 
branches of the law, that the moft abiect poverty, accomipa-~ 
nied with innocence, apppeared in my eyes infinitely preferable 
to the gilded ftatues of the ‘Change, or the majeftic edifice of 
Weftminfter-Hall. The inftructors of my youth, among other 
romantic ftories, had often entertained my mind with the bold 
attempts, which fome eminent philofophers had made towards 
the difcovery of the longitude. No topic ever fo affected my 
imagination, which was now elevated by the pompous re- 
wards, which crowned heads and maritime republics had of- 
fered to the difcoverer of fo important a fecret. I took a fteady 
refolution of employing a few years in performing experiments, 
that would tend to perfect navigation, would load me with 
riches, and pertuate my name to the lateft pofterity. After a 
ferious perufal of Euclid’s Elements, and Halley’s Obferva- 
tions, and collecting what ufeful remarks are {cattered through 


the Hiftory of the Royal Society, I proceeded to fea, where 
my 
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my endeavours were attended with fo much fuccefs, that I 
obtained a pompous certificate, figned by.an admiral, three 
captains of men of war, and, a mathematical *Profeflor, who 
repeated to me thefe flattering words, this will do, this will do. 

My next care was to get ready my difpatches, to be {pread 


over Europe, and make application for a recompence, I had 


fo juitly deferved ; but happening one Night to be in Company 
with an old Captain of a Merchant-Man, and turning the con- 
verfition on my favourite Topic, he oppoled fuch unanfwerable 
proofs to my iecble Arguments, that I entirely abandoned my 
’ rath Project, which I am informed, has {ince been refumed by 


a inodern Virtuofo. 
Sir Isaac Newron, often deciared this difcovery muft 
be owing to the Idiotifin of-a Fool, or to the effect of blind 


Chance. ‘This remark flattered my vanity; and my difap- 


- 


pointment, however unexpected, only ferved to excite my 
curiofity in fearch of Truth, in matters of greater probability. i 
Having obferved in many profound writers, that vatt progrefs i | 
had been made in unravelling the grand drcanum of nature 

by the fagacious Raymond. Lulli, the penetrating Albertus — 
Magnus, and innumerable others of later date, Lefteemed it a 

laudable {cheme to add fomething to their inventions, and give 

the fining Stroke toa work which they had left improveable ;- 
and in a ftate of Imperfection. .For this purpofe, I ercéted a 
curious Laboratory well provided with furnaces, alembics, and 
retorts, and -expended twenty. Guineas in the purchafe of 
Metals, to which I intended to communicate the genuine co- 


lour, weight, and malleability ofypure Gold: I performed fun- 
dry operations, which though attended with contiderable ex- 
pence, I confidered as the infallible fource of an immenfe 


Treafure, and overlooked prelent inconveniences at the ravith- 


ing proipect of the golden Mines, that were gaping under my 
Hands. I efteemed myfelf the only wifcaman in the kingdom, 


looked upon the Geometrician over his lines. as a peafant plowing 
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up a barren foil; the Aftrologer in the fkies as a raving mad 
‘man ;. and condemned them both to opprobrious contempt and 
abje& want. “I finiled at the miftaken notion of the Vulgar, 
who denominate a Perfon rich from the poffeffion of one hun- 
‘dred or two hundred thoufand Pounds. Thefe agreeable ideas 
fo filled my imagination, that one Morning after having planned 
during the whole night, the - future conduct of my Life, I 
rofe with the higheft {pirits, and proceeded {trait to Long-Acre, 
where I purchafed a ready-made Chariot for the fum of one 
‘hundred and twenty Guineas, which I promifed to pay, by note, 
three months after date, fingled out four coach Horfes at tairty 
Guineas each, and took an houfe in Solio-Square, at the yearly 
rent of fourfcore Pounds. But foreiecing the inconvenieacy 
of depofiting an immenfe Treafure in a private Houte, [ di- 
rectly went to Chancery-Lane, in order to employ an f.ttorney, 
to buy me a landed Eftate of fix thoufaid Pounds per annum, 
and lay out ten times that fum at the highe& inter-ft then 
current. I ,ound this crabed Member oi the Law lefs com- 
plaifant and more diffident, than the former Perions, I had 
applied to. It’s true I had not abated one penny of their de- 
mands ; but then the premium I offered Mir. Gripewel/, was far 
from being inconfiderable. I now fufpect, that he took offence 
at an old full-trimmed black Coat, which [ then wore; a 
brown Perriwig without Powder, and marvelous ioul Linnen. 
I eafily perceived his furprize, and requefting the favour of 
his Company for half an hour, which he complied with, con- 
ducted him to the Seven Dials, when he condeicended to crawl 
up three pair of ftairs to my philofophical Habitation, on a 
fuppofition, as he afterwards declared, that I might be an old 
Ufurer, poffeffed of immenfe fums of Money. The aftonith- 
ment he betrayed at this odd fight, is inexpreffible; it broke 
out into violent fits of anger and indignation, which accom- 
panied with convulfive agitations of his body, overfet my pots 


and deftroyed all my apparatus in a chamber, that was not 
above 
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above three yards in length, and as many in breadth, . In vain 
didI exert all my eloquence to prove the force of art and cite 
Boyle and Rouelle to demonftrate the tranfmutability of metals ; 
he ran or rather precipitated himfelf down the ftair-cafe, leav- 
ing me in a moft tattered condition, and half defpairing of the 
fuccefs of my undertaking. I was thoroughly convinced of the 
vanity of human knowledge, when a few days after the tradet- 
men and my landlord, apprized of this adventure, waited on 
me witha moft malicious fneer, which highly infulted the 
dignity of a Philofopher. The latter, to whom I was in- 
debted in a few pounds for board and lodging, taking com- 
paffion of my pitiful fituation, inftead of throwing me. into 
a goal, led me to Bethlchem-Hofpital, where I eras joined 
to a German chemift, who had fpent his whole fubitance in 
queft of the grand affair. My pride was mortified at the fight 
of this deluded man, who by force of argument, and the 
fmoak of charcoal, had fo intoxicated his brain, that his 
mouth continually uttered the word Ge/d, his eyes faw nothing 
elfe, and his feet trod on a gold pavement ; all which was 
operated by along ftaff, which he waved in his right hand. 
As foon as my vapours were diflipated, I recovered my Li- 
berty, with this advantage from my curious obfervations, that 
Ihad acquired an uncommon knowledge in the art of healing, 
which for fome time proved highly beneficial to my fellow- 
creatures, and tothe broken Alchymift. But the moft ufeful 
inventions are liable to abufe. My incomparable remedy for the 
fecret diforder, by mifapplication has ruined more conftitutions 
than Dr. R----. My fpecific drops againft the gout, have been 
counterfeited and retailed by an Empyric, in all rheumatic 
complaints, afthmas, coughs, hyfterics, &c. Thefe impofitions 
and accidents have long troubled my imagination with the 
frightful. fpectres of many hundreds, whofe death I have in- 
nocently contrived. To banifh thefe unpleafureable ideas, I 
thave followed of late, a quite different fyf%em of life, and 
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reunite in one perfon the various characters of Spectator, Tat- 
ler, Connoiffeur, and Adam F itz-Adam. Whatever various 
occurrences may prefent themfelves, I thall not fail to commu- 


nicate to the grateful public. 


*,* In order to oblige fuch of my relations, as choofe to promote my work. Mr. 
Portincer, my publifher, at the Duzciad in Pater-nofler-Row, has, in allufion 
to his own fign, and to the fable of Apuleius, placed a Golden A/s in his fhop, 
to receive their offerings; and I doubt not but their contributions wil! make his 
Af; as famous for its wit, as Button’s Lion was for its eloquence. 
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